
SEPTEMBER 2002

A Message From The Chair

It seems that PADZ, along with a lot of other groups, was
sliding through the end of summer. With September
upon us we are gearing up for elections, both ours and
the City Councils. We want to make sure that the new
City Council is not just dog friendly, but also dog park
friendly!!!  Be sure you know where the candidates stand
on this issue! We presently have a City Council that is
gung ho for dog parks.  Let's keep it that way!!

PADZ will also be having it's first election at our annual
meeting in November.  Three board positions will be
open. I do want to express my appreciation for all that
this board has accomplished this year.  While it would be
wonderful if we had worked out all the kinks, that really
is unrealistic for a new organization.  The board has
done an excellent job putting together our foundation.
Now we need the help of our membership to make sure
our voice is heard at City Hall, that our membership con-
tinues to grow, and that we work to fulfill our mission.
Lu Meyer, Chairperson

September 13
PADZ Meeting, 7pm
464 Cole Ranch Rd., Olivenhain

September 17
Encinitas Parks & Rec Commission Meeting
City Hall

September 22
Newfoundland Club Water Rescue Test
Glorietta Bay, Coronado

Visit padz.org for links to more information. Notify
us of more upcoming dog events in the area by
emailing newsletter@padz.org.

Do you want dog parks in Encinitas? 
Become a P.A.D.Z. member!

Send us your: Name, Postal Address, Email
Address, Phone, Fax, Names of your dogs,
Volunteer services you can offer.

Email: padz@adelphia.net
Postal mail: 464 Cole Ranch Rd. 

Olivenhain, CA 92024

COMMITTEES:
Public Relations - drhfseldin@aol.com
Park Design - parkdesign@padz.org
Membership - redmans@cox.net
Special Events - padz@adelphia.net

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS:
Send to newsletter@padz.org. Deadline: 25th of
the month for the next month’s issue. Editor will
consider all submissions, but does not guarantee
inclusion.

DONATIONS: 
Make checks payable to P.A.D.Z.

http://padz.org

New Board Nominees Needed For Three Board Seats
- Voting in November In order to ensure continuity in the
long term, the nine member PADZ Board limits terms to
three years, thus freeing up three seats every year for
new Board Members. Though we are a new organization,
we are instituting this yearly refreshing of the Board at
our first Annual Meeting in November.  By becoming a
member of the PADZ Board you can help shape the
development of the organization, and take an active part
in the development of dog parks in Encinitas. If you are
interested in joining the PADZ Board please email us at
padz@adelphia.net, and come to our next PADZ meeting
on September 13th.

Your City Vote Will Count Look for the position of
Encinitas City Council candidates on dog parks in the
October newsletter, as well as other information on voting
issues that may impact the future of dog parks in
Encinitas.

At the next Park & Rec meeting on Sept. 17th the dog
park subcommittee will present a priority list of 5 or 6
potential dog park sites, based on desirability and avail-
ability, narrowed down from over 20 sites, to the rest of
the committee.The recommended sites will then be
passed on to the City Council for further consideration,
and eventually agendized for a public meeting.These
sites are a result of working with PADZ and perusing the
City for feasible locations of at least two acres that the
City owns and are not earmarked for other uses and do
not conflict with other park uses.



AGGRESSION BASICS By Suzanne Clothier

Part and parcel of canine communications are growls, snarls, snaps and
even bites - even among the nicest of dogs and the mildest of breeds.  We
find these behaviors frightening, and sometimes don't quite know what to
do. Unfortunately, there is a widespread misunderstanding of what consti-
tutes aggressive behavior.  Very often, what is labeled as "aggression" is
actually a useful and meaningful communication meant to avoid any vio-
lence.  And at times, we overlook the fact that should a dog feel the need
to act in a threatening way (whether to people, other dogs or other ani-
mals), there's a reason.

In my experience, dog behavior - especially that which we find frightening
- is often poorly understood, leading to misunderstanding and frustration
on both ends of the leash.  No matter how fearsome we may find their
behavior, we can find some relief in the knowledge that dogs act aggres-
sively for the same basic reasons we do:  

Fear (of a specific situation/person/other animal, or the fear that springs
from incomplete socialization - the dog literally does not have the skills to
adequately handle the dog-to-dog interactions)

Pain (this can be quite subtle at times - a dog who is tired and/or who has
physical problems can have a much shorter fuse for being bumped by or
even in the presence of exuberant dogs)

Irritation (this can vary widely from individual dog to dog; again, physi-
cal/mental fatigue can make a dog more irritable than usual)

Anger (redirection of anger onto another dog or even the dog's handler is
possible with a highly aroused and frustrated dog) 

Protection of territory (this may be the dog's home yard or a familiar
practice area or even the handler's vehicle)

Protection of family (in a sound dog, this should happen only when a
serious threat is made; dogs quick to perceive a threat to the handler
should be evaluated carefully - such hair trigger responses can be danger-
ous.) 

Self defense (perhaps the most common cause of dog-to-dog interac-
tions) 

Protecting resources & possessions (this could be proximity to a spe-
cial person, or actual resources like toys, food, crate, etc)

Sexual conflict

Social status (excluding the odd occasional spat, resolving social conflict
with aggression is a sign of inadequate socialization with other dogs)

Hunger

NOTE:  Like humans, dogs can act aggressively in abnormal ways due to
biochemical imbalances, various diseases, genetic defects, psychological
and/or physical abuse, drugs or chemicals, and for reasons science can-
not explain.  Like their human counterparts, such abnormal dogs are rare
but can be extremely dangerous.    

Important Concepts in Understanding Aggression 

Dunbar's Fight/Bite Ratio - how many fights has the dog been in?  How
many times has he done damage that required veterinary attention (inci-

dental punctures on ear/head/face do not count.)  A dog who has been in 3
fights and damaged other dogs every time is a more dangerous & difficult
dog than a dog who has been in 30 fights and never damaged another dog.
The Fight/Bite ratio tells you a good deal about the dog's bite inhibition.

Much of what we call aggression is actually behavior designed to
avoid real conflict. Warning looks, growls, snarls and even threatening
snaps & charges are intended to warn.  A dog who intends to connect his
teeth with another dog will do so unless something physically interferes with
him (length of leash, barrier, etc.)

Handler involvement is critical. Without meaning to, handlers can con-
tribute to aggressive behavior in any number of ways:  tight leash, holding
their breath/tensing muscles, punishing the dog for acting "aggressively,"
failing to recognize signs that the dog feels pressured, failing to set clear
boundaries for behavior, failing to protect the dog from other rude dogs.
One clear sign that the handler's involvement is key is this:  The dog is
aggressive on leash, is fine in off leash situations.

Need for clear assessment of the situation. Where were the dogs rela-
tive to each other?  Where were the handlers and what were they doing?
Very often, a dog is tagged as aggressive when the incident occurred while
the dog was quietly laying down or sitting and simply responded to another
dog who climbed onto him or invaded his space.  This is very different from
the dog who actively seeks out confrontation, and will move toward another
dog in order to provoke conflict.  As with any training problem, the careful
trainer takes the time to clearly assess the problem before deciding on a
course of action.

ALL DOGS are capable of aggressive behavior, regardless of breed.
The world's sweetest Labrador or Golden is still 100% canine, and fully
capable of the entire behavioral spectrum, including snarls, growls, snap
and bites.

Aggression that occurs in the handler's vicinity is the handler's
responsibility. Regardless of whether the problem was provoked by anoth-
er dog (in which case the handler needed to protect/defend his dog) or his
dog was the provocateur, handlers need to be proactive in their manage-
ment of their dogs, provide clear leadership, intervene as necessary, and set
clear boundaries for their dog's behavior.

Off leash socialization through early adulthood is the best prevention
for aggression problems. While many handlers utilize puppy kindergarten
classes to help socialize their young dogs, it is the adolescent dogs who
actually require more work.  Generally speaking, a puppy's only real goal in
life is to play, and in doing so, learn how to be a dog.  Adolescent dog, like
adolescent humans, have mastered those basic skills and now must employ
them on a much more serious level:  Who's in charge here? What are the
rules? Where do I fit in?  Unfortunately, during the critical months of adoles-
cents and young adulthood, many handlers no longer permit their dogs to
socialize with other dogs off lead - a time when they most need this experi-
ence.
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For an important related article by Suzanne (that’s too long for our newslet-
ter), please read: "He Just Wants To Say 'Hi!'" which you can find at
http://www.flyingdogpress.com/sayhi.html


